
RANCHO SIMI RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

JOINT PARK DISTRICT/HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITY CENTER 

4201 GUARDIAN ST., SIMI VALLEY, CA 

MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2021 
5:30P.M. 

Meeting Held Via Zoom 

MINUTES 

APPROVED 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order via Zoom by RSRPD Director Elaine 
Freeman at 5 :31 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda 
Bosley, Treasurer Karen Olson, Past President Vicki Spilka, and the following RSRPD 
Staff: Vice Chair Kate O'Brien, Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, 
and Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel. Recreation Coordinator Jeannie Liss joined 
the meeting at 5:36 p.m. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MAY 3, 2021 MEETING: Director Freeman asked 
ifthere were any changes or corrections to the minutes, and as there were none, the minutes 
were approved as presented. 

IV. STRATHEARN PARK MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

a. Printz/Powell Colony House - Railing at Back of Wheelchair Ramp: Historical 
Society President Bosley stated that she thought the railing was loose due to a 
previous visit she made to the Colony House. Director of Planning & Maintenance 
Nakaoka stated that he believed it had been fixed, and when he was at the park on 
May 28, he checked the railing and it seemed fine. Ms. Bosley stated that the 
Historical Society will consider this item closed, and Ms. Spilka added that they 
will take it as completed. 

b. Adobe North Wall Damage (CIP): Nakaoka told the Committee that repair of the 
Adobe North Wall Damage is a Capital Improvement Project and it will need 
funding. Ms. Bosley asked what a Capital Improvement Project is, and Nakaoka 
explained to her that Capital Improvement Projects are done through contract 
services, and anything estimated to cost close to $25,000 or more has to go out to 



public bid. Nakaoka is waiting for District Manager Paranick to finish the final 
budget in October to see if there are funds available to go out to bid on the project. 

Ms. Bosley added that she is still disappointed in the final estimate that came in 
from Eagle Restoration. She said one of their Board Members has checked with a 
few other places where he has done reenactments to see who they have used for this 
type of work. She said Eagle Restoration is very good at what they do, but she is 
still disappointed in the quote that came in, and the Historical Society is looking 
around for other good contractors who might do the work for less. 

Ms. Freeman asked how much the project was going to cost. The basic estimate 
from Eagle Restoration was for $12,000, but Nakaoka stated that he was shooting 
for the higher amount of $18,000, which would include a double coating of the 
white wash on the wall so that the wall will be sealed correctly. Nakaoka said this 
will end up being a publicly bid project. 

c. Adobe Admin/File Room Ceiling and Wall: Nakaoka told the Committee that he 
is aware of the damage and this is on the list of items for maintenance to take care 
of. 

d. Church Shingle Repair: Ms. Bosley asked about doing the repairs to the Church's 
shingles, and Nakaoka responded that he has not yet been able to contact any 
contractors to get a price quote. He will do so as soon as possible. He is hoping 
that it will be inexpensive enough to be within his budget. 

Ms. Bosley stated that all that is needed is for the shingles that have come off to be 
replaced, and she asked if it is okay for her to call her roofing company to get a 
price. Nakaoka responded that it's fine for her to contact her roofing company. 

Ms. Bosley then asked who the Park District uses, and Nakaoka responded that the 
Park District uses San Ventura Roofing. 

e. Wood Shingles for Playhouse and Gazebo Repairs: Nakaoka stated that getting the 
shingles for the playhouse and doing the gazebo repairs will be done inhouse. Ms. 
Bosley responded that the Historical Society volunteers are already doing the 
scraping and painting of the playhouse, and asked ifit is okay for the volunteers to 
put the shingles on the playhouse roof. She added that they do not have the 
necessary shingles. Nakaoka replied that he will try to get the shingles for them 
and it is okay for the volunteers to work on the roof as it is a low roof. 

f. Water Feature in Half Barrel Behind the Church: Ms. Bosley stated that she looked 
at the water feature in the half barrel behind the church, and stated it has not worked 
for several years. She asked if they can get rid of it. Nakaoka responded that he 
will have the Building Maintenance Supervisor look at it to determine if it can be 
repaired or if it should be removed. 
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g. Status of Gutter Cleaning on Wood Ranch Barn: Ms. Bosley asked about the status 
of the gutter cleaning on the Wood Ranch Barn as there is a lot of gunk in the 
gutters. Nakaoka responded that all rain-related items have been put on the back 
burner due to the lack of rain. Maintenance personnel are currently working on 
other more pressing maintenance items. 

h. Gem Car: Ms. Bosley thanked Nakaoka and Park District Mechanic Jorge Ramirez 
for getting the gem car up and running. It has been used for weddings and some 
Historical Society events to transport elderly people and others with disabilities. 
Nakaoka told the Committee that this is the last gem car the District has that is 
operational. The Ronald Regan Foundation had previously donated six gem cars 
to the District, and this is the last one left. 

Ms. Bosley asked to inform the Committee regarding a few other maintenance items 
that are not on the agenda. She told the Committee that on June 11, a Girl Scout troop 
and the Busy Hands Garden Club will be coming to Strathearn to do some planting in 
the beds behind the church. She said thank you to Grounds Maintenance Supervisor 
Krieger and his crew for clearing out the beds behind the church in preparation for the 
planting. There was debris in these beds with not much growing in them. Ms. Spilka 
asked what they will be planting, and Ms. Bosley responded that they will be planting 
various succulent plants. 

Ms. Bosley also told the Committee that the Mechanical Restoration Crew told her that 
the septic tank for the outdoor bathrooms is fiberglass, and it is not buried very deep. 
It is only 5' or 6' down, and they are worried that it might break if someone jumps on 
it or heavy trucks drive over it.. Nakaoka responded that this is the fiberglass access 
lid that is used to pump out the septic tank. The actual tank is much deeper and there 
have been no problems with the fiberglass being damaged since it was installed circa 
1987. 

V. DOCENTS IN THE PARK PROGRAM-MAY 15, 2021 RECAP: Ms. Bosley reported 
that 17 volunteers were working at the park on May 15, and 25 guests visited the park that 
day. There were quite a few young single people, and some families and grandparents. 
Twenty-five people visiting the park on a Sunday between I p.m. and 4 p.m. is a good 
number of people. 

VI. VOLUNTEER/DOCENT OUTREACH 

a. June 11 and June 21 - Meetings at Strathearn Park: Ms. Bosley told the Committee 
that two in-person volunteer/docent meetings would be held in June, one on June 
11 and one on June 21. The meetings are now being called volunteer meetings, as 
docents are a subgroup of the volunteers and there are various different volunteer 
groups. The June 11 meeting will be held in the Wood Ranch Barn at Strathearn, 
while the June 21 meeting will be held in the Visitors' Center. The June 21 meeting 
will be a smaller meeting, with about I 0-12 people attending. 
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b. Breakout Session Topics for Volunteers/Docents: Both meetings will have 
breakout groups, with attendees seated at tables. The volunteers will be asked to 
review some information and give their feedback. The first item up for discussion 
will be the return to docent-led walking tours, hopefully in July. They will be asked 

. what kind of schedule they would like - if it would be just Saturday and Sunday as 
was done in the past, or something else. Ms. Bosley stated that it would be up to 
the docents to decide how they would like to move forward. 

Another item for discussion will be the possibility of standardizing the volunteers' 
appearance, possibly with a nice polo shirt with Strathearn' s logo on it and a place 
for name tags. The Historical Society Board was considering possibly a light blue 
shirt, as that seems to be a color that stands out in a crowd. They are also 
considering getting zip-up hoodies or pullover sweatshirts to wear when it turns 
cool. Wearing period clothing is also a possibility for volunteers who would like 
to do so. 

They will also be discussing volunteer enrichment offsite field trips at the meetings. 

On June 2, Louise Kaul, who recently retired from her position at Strathearn, did a 
workshop and taught nine volunteers how to make a ring toss. 

On June 19, a refresher course will be held for the volunteers and docents to show 
them what's new in the park and to review things like how to tum off the alarms. 
It's been a while since the park has been fully opened, and so it's easy to forget 
some of these things. 

Ms. Bosley told the Committee that they have been getting some requests from 
groups for a private tour. On June 19, University Village Assisted Living will be 
visiting the park for a private tour. On June 24, the Boys and Girls Club of Simi 
Valley will be bringing 40 children to tour the park. The children will be broken 
out into 4 groups of IO children each, and the groups will rotate between three 
buildings and one activity area. On July 9, the Red Hat Group will be taking a 
private tour. 

Ms. Freeman stated that there seems to be more volunteers than in past years, and 
both Director O'Brien and President Bosley said a lot of people are looking for 
things to do and a way to get out of the house. Ms. Bosley added that there are 
certain volunteers who do very specific things, and there are various subgroups of 
volunteers. A clothing demonstration was held on Saturday, June 5, and Ms. Bosley 
stated that she would like to do clothing demonstrations of different eras, as the 
park encompasses circa 1810 to 1930. They are also planning on posting some 
pictures of the restored clothing on Facebook. She added that it does seem as 
though there are more volunteers, and Ms. Freeman stated she is glad to hear that. 
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VII. UPCOMING SIMI VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS AT STRATHEARN 
PARK 

a. June 5: "Crinolines and Corsets" Presentation and Train Depot Presentation by 
Curt Osterhoudt: Ms. Freeman said she hoped the June 5 presentation was a 
success. Ms. Bosley reported that 43 paid visitors attended the presentation, and 
there were also some additional people at the park who were looking at the outside 
displays. Eleven volunteers worked at the actual presentation, and there were nine 
additional volunteers working at the Mechanical Restoration Shop. The Shop 
volunteers answered questions from visitors and demonstrated what they were 
doing. Several people who attended the "Crinolines and Corsets" Presentation 
asked if there can be more era clothing demonstrations, and so the Historical 
Society is considering putting on demonstrations of different eras. Ms. Liss added 
that this is a good way to introduce what is being done at the park to the Community, 
and to get more people interested in volunteering. 

b. June 26: Docents in the Park Program - Open to the Public from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.: 
June 26 will be the last day for the specialized docents in the park event, as the plan 
is for the park to hopefully reopen in July. Ms. Bosley mentioned that she will 
speak with Nakaoka after June 15 about taking down the barriers that are still up, 
and suggested the possibility of having someone sanitize the touched surfaces at 
the end of each day once the park fully reopens. 

c. October 24: Dia de los Muertos: Ms. Bosley stated that Dia de los Muertos is still 
scheduled for October 24. 

d. November 5: Annual Membership Meeting will be held on November 5. 

e. November 20: The Creepy Doll Twilight Tour will be held on November 20. 

f. December 5: Holiday Open House is planned for December 5. 

Ms. Bosley added that two of the newer volunteers attended the June 5 "Crinolines and 
Corsets" Presentation, and one of them is a Public Relations person who would like to be 
a docent. 

Ms. Freeman asked what the Creepy Doll Twilight Tour is about, and Ms. Bosley 
responded that it is the Twilight Tour that they put on. Three of the building will be open, 
and then creepy dolls will be set up in the barn and the barber shop for display. 

VIII. ON THE TAPO BOOK PUBLICATION: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that the proofs 
of the book have been received and approved, a deposit has been made, and they are 
expecting to receive the books in mid-August. 

IX. PAT HAVEN'S RETIREMENT: Ms. Liss reported that although she has been vacillating 
about retiring, Pat Havens has now decided that it is time for her to retire. A retirement 
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event for Ms. Havens is tentatively being planned for the first Saturday in March. A low
key, country type picnic is being considered. In 2022, Ms. Havens will have worked for 
the Park District for 45 years. Ms. Liss believes she will be staying on as an employee 
until March, and then after that she will probably keep working as a volunteer with the 
Historical Society. Ms. Havens started with the District in 1977, and Ms. Freeman stated 
that she is probably one of the only people who have been with the Park District for 45 
years. The event will be put on by the Historical Society and the Park District, and the 
belief is that it should be a very nice, low key event to honor her for her many years of 
service. Ms. Liss added that we need to make sure she feels thanked for everything she 
has done for Strathearn Historical Park, the Historical Society, and the City of Simi Valley. 

Ms. O'Brien asked if Ms. Havens will also be retiring as the City of Simi Valley's Historian 
at that point, and Ms. Bosley said it is an honorary title that was given to her by the City. 
She is the City Historian and will continue to be so. 

X. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Bosley told the Committee that on Thursday, June 
1, Gayle Anderson ofKTLA News visited the park with her cameraman. She spent four 
hours talking with Pat Havens and shooting at the park. Ms. Liss said the cameraman 
showed her some of the pictures he took, and they were just beautiful. The tentative air 
date is July 1, 2021, but the news crew will be coming back to do more filming and do a 
more in-depth presentation. The news crew wants to show the public the treasures that are 
hidden around the area. Ms. Liss said they will be going to the Santa Susana Depot in the 
future. KTLA News is trying to visit as many historical places as possible, and in order to 
encourage more presentations like this, Ms. Bosley gave them a copy of "Passport to 
History," a little booklet produced by a volunteer from the De La Osa Adobe in Encino. 
Ms. Freeman added that this is very good publicity for the park, and Ms. Liss added that 
the park is getting noticed, little by little. 

Ms. Bosley told the Committee that she, Ms. Olson, and Wayne met with District Manager, 
Dan Paranick on June 3, and another meeting is scheduled for June 15. Information was 
discussed at the June 3 meeting, and on June 15 they will be continuing their discussion 
regarding moving forward with the agreement and staff possibilities. . 

Ms. Bosley said she knows that Wayne understands this, but she explained at the June 5 
meeting that she comes from a state park background, which has a more diverse inventory 
of historical sites - some that are money generating and some that are not. She knows that 
state personnel recognize this and are aware that the public expects the smaller historical 
sites to be maintained, even if they are not large revenue generators. She wants to 
emphasize that Stratheam Historical Park is different from the Park District's other 
facilities. It is the District's only historical site, and it must be maintained. Ms. Freeman 
added that she believes the Board and senior staff are aware of this. Ms. Bosley was 
concerned that when everything closed down due to the Pandemic, Strathearn was probably 
"out of sight, out of mind." But now everything is opening up, there will be events 
scheduled at the park, and the historical buildings located there need to be maintained on 
an on-going basis. 
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XI. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, July 19 at 5:30 p.m. Karen 
Olson will not be able to attend the meeting. 

XII. ADJOURN MEETING: As there were no more agenda items, the meeting was adjourned 
at 6: 15 p.m. by RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman. 

W~aoka 
Director of Planning & Maintenance 
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